1/8/2021 Trump Responds to Twitter's Permanent Account Suspension

THE EPOCH TIMES
RELATED
s

Twitter Places
Restrictions
on Trump
Video Urging
Protesters to
'Go Home
Now'

= 365

Share Now

6979

President Donald Trump walks to board Air Force One prior to departure from Joint Base
Andrews in Md., on Dec. 23, 2020. (Saul Loeb/AFP via Getty Images)

TRUMP ADMINISTRATION

Trump Responds to Twitter’s
Permanent Account
Suspension

BY MIMINGUYEN LY | January 8,2021 Updated: January 8, 2021 Ax B Print

President Donald Trump responded to Twitter’s move to
permanently suspend his account from its platform late Friday,
condemning the big tech giant and saying that it does not stand
for free speech.

The president also said he anticipates a “big announcement” soon
and that this team is negotiating with other sites and is also
looking at building a separate platform.
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Trump Responds to Twitter's Permanent Account Suspension

“As I have been saying for a long time, Twitter has gone further
and further in banning free speech, and tonight, Twitter

. employees have coordinated with the Democrats and the Radical

e oM. Left in removing my account from their platform, to silence me—

el ond YOU, the 75,000,000 great patriots who voted for me,”

Trump said in a statement.

“Twitter may be a private company, but without the government’s
gift of Section 230 they would not exist for long,” he added.

“I predicted this would happen. We have been negotiating with
various other sites, and will have a big announcement soon, while
we also look at the possibilities of building out our own platform
in the near future. We will not be SILENCED!” he said.

“Twitter is not about FREE SPEECH. They are all about
promoting a Radical Left platform where some of the most vicious

people in the world are allowed to speak freely,” Trump
continued. “STAY TUNED!”

The statement came from the account @POTUS but the Twitter
posts were gone within a few minutes.
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President Donald Trump greets the crowd at the “Stop The Steal” Rally in Washington on Jan. 6,
2021. (Tasos Katopodis/Getty Images)

RELATED
} . Twitter late on Friday permanently suspended Trump’s Twitter
o S &

;mw qf account @realDonaldTrump, citing violation of its “Glorification
wisisaeee of Violence” policy. It cited two of the president’s most recent

Twitter Plces posts as justification for its action.

Restrictions

on Trump The first post read, “The 75,000,000 great American Patriots who
Video Urging voted for me, AMERICA FIRST, and MAKE AMERICA GREAT
Protestersto  ,GAIN, will have a GIANT VOICE long into the future. They will
'Go Home . .

Now' not be disrespected or treated unfairly in any way, shape or
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Subsequently, the president posted, “To all of those who have
Share Now asked, I will not be going to the Inauguration on January 20th.”

This was the last Twitter post before Trump’s account was
6 97 9 removed from the platform.

Twitter said that the two posts had violated its “Glorification of

Violence policy,” which aims to “prevent the glorification of
violence that could inspire others to replicate violent acts.”

Its assessment determined that Trump’s last two Twitter posts are
“highly likely to encourage and inspire people to replicate the
criminal acts that took place at the U.S. Capitol on January 6,
2021.” Twitter said its determination is “based on a number of
factors,” including five points it listed in its statement.
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Law enforcement officers point their guns at a door that was vandalized in the House Chamber
during a joint session of Congress in Washington, on Jan. 6, 2021. (Drew Angerer/Getty Images)

The White House and the president have both separately
condemned the violence that broke out on Capitol grounds on
Jan. 6, when lawmakers gathered for a joint session of Congress to
count and certify electoral votes from the Nov. 3, 2020, election.
The events of the day left at least five dead, three of whom died
due to medical reasons, according to DC police.

The Epoch Times cannot independently verify the claims made by
Twitter in its determination. The Epoch Times has reached out to
Twitter asking whether it had any evidence that Trump’s
statements were directly linked to any violence. Twitter did not
immediately respond.

Earlier in the day, Twitter suspended the accounts of former
national security adviser Lt. Gen. Michael Flynn and

lawyer Sidney Powell, citing “Coordinated Harmful Activity.”
Powell told The Epoch Times that there “was no warning at all”
about her account being deleted.

The account deletions suggest that big tech firms, including
Twitter, are moving suspend or penalize the accounts of people on
their platforms who post claims of voter fraud and irregularities
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There have also been multiple claims by various Twitter accounts

RELATED

- of having lost followers, sometimes in the thousands, within the
e e & past 24 hours.

B Brandon Straka, the head of the conservative WalkAway
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. e movement, told The Epoch Times Friday that Facebook removed
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on Trump the group’s page and banned individual accounts belonging to the
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